
2019 GSARA Field Day was extraordinary.  The weather was extraor-
dinary and the participation by the club membership was excellent.  
As you will read in Denis’ note on the next page, this was a Field Day 
for the books!  

We had many visitors who came by the setup in Palaia Park in Ocean Township wanting 
to know what was going on and our hospitality tent gave them information and a friendly 
face to tell them about ham radio and Field Day in particular.  

We operated 3A and had a GOTA station, lots of social media exposure, good press and 
we were good neighbours to the Township and the Frisbee players!  I think everyone was 
happy when we were there and how we left the spot.  Even the fire inspector was satisfied, 
and that’s never easy to do.

The food was fantastic.  Stella Stanway, wife of Cy, K2CYS, made Cincinnati chili on Sat-
urday in addition to the pizzas that the club bought and, of course, Sunday breakfast of 
an artichoke and cheese egg concoction with parfaits (undoubtedly the only parfaits any-
where at any Field Day site in the country) and that fantastic French Toast with walnuts 
that got us going throughout Sunday.  Thanks, Stella!

Perhaps the best part was that people who didn’t really know each other got to know 
each other well as we sat around and told 
ham radio stories and shared food 
and the experience of the event.  

What will be in store for 
next year?  Who knows?  
But with this year’s 
experience in the log, 
you can bet that next 
year’s will be even big-
ger and better.
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FROM THE VICE PRESIDENT
Denis Comette, K2NPT

The 2019 Field Day is in the books and by any measure of success, this was a very 
successful team effort. 

We had thirty (30) club members sign the login sheet and most all of you operated on one band or the 
other in voice, CW or FT8 mode. The Club can very proud of the fact that 
almost one third of our members participated and supported this event. 
We also welcomed many guests and family members and it was an enjoy-
able opportunity for all of us to get acquainted.

The weather was magnificent and Joe Palaia Park afforded the Club a 
very scenic and functional venue for Field Day. Our thanks to the Ocean 
Township park management for their hospitality and cooperation.
What is a field day without food? The meals provided by Cy’s wife were 
truly a treat that added so much to our enjoyment. Thank you, Stella. 

Many team leaders joined in to volunteer their expertise and manage the various functions that are re-
quired to make a field day efficient and successful. It is most gratifying that 2019 was a real team effort 
and speaks to the comradery in the Club.

The first planning meeting was held back in December and continued right up and through to Field Day 
and it is this planning and volunteer effort that allowed the Club to erect seven (7) tents, install an elec-
trical grid, a computer logging network, radios  and antenna systems, a safety protocol and a public rela-
tions program. In addition, we managed to reach our goal of bonus points. So please step back and take 
a moment to feel the pride of a job well done. 

Art and I extend our thanks to all the volunteers who by their selfless effort made GSARA Field Day a 
resounding success. There will be photos and a video posted on the website so that all who were there 
can relive the experience.

However, let’s not rest on our laurels, we have Lighthouse weekend coming up in the end of August 
which is always a fun event as well as HamFest in September which affords the Club the opportunity to 
earn some additional revenue.  Also, a late addition to the schedule is the 13 Colonies Contest which 
should be a fun event for the Club.

We look forward to seeing you at our next meeting in July.

Column Idea: Are you new to ham radio?  Tell us how you started.  Share your shack with us.  In-

clude us in your adventures in ham radio!  Email your pictures and story to Cy, K2CYS at 

k2cys@arrl.net

The 2019 Field Day 
is in the books and by 
any measure of suc-
cess, this was a very 
successful team effort. 



Pictures by paul, ad7i

For a much more extensive album of Field Day pictures, go to: 

https://www.gsara.club/scenes-from-field-day-2019/
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Some Scenes from a terrific 
Field Day 2019



For a much more extensive album of Field Day 

pictures, go to: 

https://www.gsara.club/scenes-from-field-

day-2019/
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This issue of The Propagator is a little later than usual because Field Day took place at the time 
when Cy and I are both frantically getting the next Propagator together and we both partici-
pated in Field Day rather intensively.

For me, Field Day was a real blast and I got to participate far more than I have been able to for the 
last 10 years or so.  I had almost forgotten how much fun it can be and how important the social-

izing aspects are.  Setting up, eating, operating and taking down were all enjoyable activities for me.

The weather was just about perfect (a little breezy) and the site was almost ideal (the toilet facilities could have been better).  
Although band conditions were not great, they weren’t real bad either.  It was gratifying to see so many non-ham visitors – 
especially young people.  On a scale of 1 to 10, I’d give it a ten.  Hats off to Denis, K2NPT; Art, N2AJO; Marlo, KA2IRQ; and Paul, 
AD7I who put in so much effort and it showed.

The weeks before Field Day turned out to be frantic for me since I volunteered to be responsible for the computer interfaces to 
the rigs as well as foot switches, headsets, etc.  These had all worked in years past so what would be the big deal?  It turns out 
that some of the equipment didn’t work, some had disappeared and some new things were tried (interfacing to a computer 
gaming headset).  I finally got it all together at the 11th hour but learned a few new lessons during Field Day.
It turns out, many operators and loggers prefer using the speaker in the radio rather than headsets.  It’s easier for the operator 
and logger to chat back and forth.  It also makes a better display for visitors dropping in.  Unfortunately, my interface was set 
up so you had to use headphones if you wanted to use the voice macros from the logging program.  For next year, I am thinking 
of ways to use the macros and still use the radio’s loudspeaker.

I also had designed the foot switches to be used only with a headset.  Many operators preferred to use a desk mike (or even 
a hand mike) and thus not be able to take advantage of the ease of using a foot switch.  I’m looking into ways to use the foot 
switch with other microphones for next year.

As always, I appreciate feedback or material for The Propagator.  The deadline for the August issue is July 15.
73 de Bob, w2od@arrl.net

FROM THE EDITOR
Bob Buus, W2OD

 MEETING TIMES  VE SESSION
The GSARA monthly test session will be held at the Red Cross 
Regional Headquarters in Tinton Falls on Saturday, July 27 at 
11 am.  The fee is $15 and you should bring the original and a 
copy of any amateur license presently held and the original 
and one copy of any credit (CSCE) forms that you have (cop-
ies will be sent in with your test results).  Also bring 2 forms of 
ID with one being a photo ID.  For more information, contact 
Rich Bilon, N3RB at 732-567-4396 or n3rb@arrl.net.
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There will be no GSARA meeting on July 3 since that is the 
eve of the Fourth of July holiday.

The only meeting in July will be held on Wednesday, July 17 
at 7:30 PM at the Red Cross.  This will be a regular business 
meeting and will include a review of our Field Day operations.  
Be there!  Guests are always welcome and refreshments will 
be served.



HAM RADIO SAFETY
The Mystery of Ground
By Marlo Montanaro, KA2IRQ

“A rising tide raises all boats.”  Keep that in the back of your 
mind.

Much has been written about the concept of 
“ground.”  Radio is electrical in nature, 
but grounding can delve into the 
world of mechanical also.  When 
being taught the basics of elec-
tricity, we’re always taught 
the concept that ground is a 
reference point.  Taking the 
word “ground” literally can, 
and often is, a mistake.

What is ground?  And what 
is its purpose?  Well, that an-
swer depends on what aspect 
of electricity you are talking 
about.  In small DC circuits, ground 
is the negative side of your battery or 
supply.  It would be better to refer to it 
as a “common” rather than a ground since 
it can be completely independent of any other elec-
trical circuit.  In your home, ground is a large gauge copper 
wire inside your AC service panel and is often referred to as 
a “bus bar.”  In a radio station, it is a common point that all 
equipment is bonded to.  (Bonding is merely tying together 
the chassis of all equipment with short, heavy gauge wire to 
a common point.)  The thought that all these grounds are the 
same is a mistake because the assumption does not take fre-
quency into account.

Their purpose?  In a DC circuit, ground is a path to complete 
your circuit.  In your home electrical system, the ground 
serves as an added safety in the event 120/220VAC is acci-
dently applied to a chassis.  In radio, the ground can serve as 
a path for stray RF to bypass your equipment or as the mirror 
for parts of your antenna system to “work against.”  Most im-
portantly, it can serve as a method to deter a lightning strike.

Don’t get caught up on the word “ground.”  An electrical 
ground is not always the soil.  Incidentally, the soil itself is 
usually a pretty poor conductor of electricity.  So why do the 
electrical utility and telephone company use it?  Two rea-

sons… first convenience - it is available almost everywhere.  
And second, they have thousands of points of connection, 
effectively, all in parallel, which lowers their common resist-
ance.  We don’t get that luxury.

A DC or 120VAC electrical service ground is often a poor ground 
at RF because the ground conductors tend to be a significant 
portion of a wavelength at the frequency in question.  At 60 

Hz, the wavelength is measured in miles - therefore the 
wires in your house are insignificant.  But at RF, 

the wire from the back of your equipment 
to earth can be a significant portion of a 

wavelength and can therefore act like 
an antenna.

The result is that, at RF frequen-
cies, that 12-gauge wire from the 
cold-water pipe to the back of 
your equipment is doing more 
harm than good.  Chances are 
your “ground” system is con-
ducting your own transmitted 

signal right back to your equip-
ment.  Assuming the bonding 

between each piece of equipment 
is equally poor, an RF potential exists 

between your tuner, radio, speaker, power 
supply, and yes, your hand microphone - which 

is why you just got that RF burn on your finger!
As my main goal is safety, my concern is more that this situa-
tion also can be a hazard for lightning.  Poorly bonded equip-
ment, and equipment not bonded to the electrical ground, 
mean that all your equipment is not at the same potential.  
Lightning-generated currents can therefore flow between 
pieces of radio gear.  A bad situation.  A well bonded station 
will mean that all chassis in your station are at the same volt-
age potential, whatever that may be… remember the boats?  
A rising tide raises all boats… If the voltage in your shack 
rises, everything rises together.  When two points are at the 
same voltage, no lightning generated current can flow be-
tween them and instead will flow into your common ground 
point. 

Think about that rising tide and all those boats.  If they are 
tied to a stationary dock, when the tide and boats rise, the 
dock stays put.  Eventually, the potential difference will snap 
the rope and cause damage.  With a floating dock, the tide, 
boats and dock all rise and fall together, harmlessly.  A well 
bonded and grounded station is like having a floating dock… 
all the voltages rise and fall together.  This is a very complex 
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HISTORY OF AMATEUR 
CALL SIGNS
Part 2
By Bob Buus, W2OD

The ARRL Committee appointed to study the problem of 
what to do when all of the “W” calls have been assigned 
made its report to the ARRL Board in May, 1945.  The report 
recommended the establishment of a tenth call area and 
the elimination of splitting states into two call areas.  Some 
other shifting of district boundaries was also recommended 
to roughly equalize the number of amateurs in each of the 
proposed ten districts.  The Board passed these recommen-
dation to the FCC.

By the end of 1945, the ARRL recommendations were imple-
mented by the FCC.  The overcrowded ninth district was split 
up with eight upper Midwestern states comprising the new 
tenth district.  All amateurs in the new tenth district retained 
their original call suffix but the W9 was replaced with a W0.  
It is interesting to note that upon establishing W0 calls, the 
FCC emphasized that the zero MUST be sent as five dashes 
as per the International Code and could not be sent as a long 
dash per the American Morse Code.

To further relieve the 9th district, Kentucky was moved from 
the 9th district to the 4th.  If the Kentuckian’s W9 suffix was 
available as a W4, he was assigned his same call but as a W4.  
If the suffix was already assigned in the 4th district, a new 
call was issued.  The same happened in Virginia which was 
moved from the 3rd district to the 4th.

Three states which had previously be split between Districts 
were changed to a single District.  Southern Jew Jersey, which 
was previously in the 3td District was moved to the 2nd.  
Western PA, which was previously i8n the 8th District was 
moved to the 3rd.  Western NY, previously in the 8th District 
was moved to the 2nd.

In anticipation of growth in California, Nevada, Utah and 
Arizona were moved from the 6th District to the 7th.  These 
changes resulted in most amateurs in states that changed 
districts were issued a new call sign although a lucky few re-
tained their suffix and only had to change their District num-
ber.  It was estimated that this re-districting would allow the 
issuance of W call signs for the next ten years or so.  Beyond 
that time, K prefixes could be used if all territories and pos-
sessions changed from the single K prefix to a two-letter 
prefix.  Thus, Alaska went from K7 to KL7, Hawaii from K6 to 
KH6, Puerto Rico from K4 to KP4, etc.  When the amateurs got 
back on the air after WWII, there were a lot of new prefixes 
and some amateurs had to put up with new suffixes as well.  
But everyone was happy to get back on the air!

When the Novice license was introduced on July 1, 1951, the 
FCC distinguished Novices with a WN prefix to be replaced 
with a W prefix upon upgrading (the Novice license was ini-
tially for only one year and then expired.)  Because of the 
large number of Novice grants, the W prefixes were used up 
long before anticipated and the FCC then issued K prefixes 
(with KN for Novices) starting in the early 1950s.  By the late 
1950s, the K prefix was used up in the 2nd and 6th districts so 
the FCC started issuing WA prefixes with Novices getting WV 
until they upgraded and obtained a WA prefix.

Novices in US territories and possessions did not get the “N” 
added to their prefix.  Instead, Novice calls started with W 
instead of K.  Thus an Alaskan Novice would be issued a WL7 
prefix to be changed to a KL7 when he upgraded.

When the WA calls ran out in the 2nd and 6th districts in 1962, 
the FCC started issuing “WB” calls.  In the mid-1970s, the 
“WB” calls ran out and the FCC started issuing “WD” calls.  
WC calls were being issued to RACES stations and WR calls 
to repeater stations.

subject, and this little newsletter article on safety is not 
meant to be an exhaustive discussion.  Rather, I want you 
to think about your station and your three types of grounds: 
your AC ground, your RF ground, and your lightning ground.  
They are all different, but they can all be made to work to-
gether for a safer station.

My hope is I have caused you to think about your situation, 
realize you probably don’t have the ideal, and research it fur-
ther.  And in that vein, I will recommend the book “Ground-
ing and Bonding for the Radio Amateur” by H. Ward Silver, 
N0AX.

READ THIS BOOK.  It is published by the ARRL and is readily 
available on their web site.

Editor’s Note:  W2OD is donating his copy of this book to the 
GSARA library so it is available for loan to all members.

73, Marlo Montanaro, KA2IRQ

July 2019  Page 7April 2019  Page 7 



Incentive licensing in 1968 took away parts of the bands open 
to Generals and gave them to Extras only.  In addition, Ex-
tras licensed before WWII could request a 1 by 2 call sign.  The 
prefix was limited 
to W or K and there 
was no choice of 
what the call might 
be.  In 1977, the rule 
was modified to 
drop the 25-year re-
quirement, to allow 
“N” prefixes, and to 
allow the Extra li-
censee to choose his 
call among available 
calls.

In 1975, The FCC 
permitted the is-
suance of 1 by 1 call 
signs for use over a 
limited time by spe-
cial event stations.

In early 1977 a FCC employee at the 3rd District office in Getty-
sburg, PA was indicted for taking bribes offered by amateurs 
wanting special call signs, and who did not have the license 
class to be awarded the change. This resulted in the termina-
tion of all then informal FCC processes for issuing call signs.  
The new rules implemented on March 30, 1978 required that 
all amateur call signs must be assigned consecutively, via a 
computer database.  No specific call signs could be assigned. 
There were a few other changes including no longer requir-
ing amateurs to change their call sign when moving from one 
district to another.

Call signs were to be systematically assigned from four 
groups, depending on the class of license.  Group A was avail-
able to Extra licensees and consisted of W, K and N by 2 and 
certain 2 by 2 call signs.  Group B was available to Advanced 
licensees and consisted of a restricted set of 2 by 2 call signs.  
Group C was for General and Technician and consisted of 1 by 
3 call signs with W, K and N prefixes.  Finally, group D was for 
Novices and consisted of 2 by 3 call signs starting with W or K.
In late 1995, the FCC announced a sweeping change that, for 
a fee, amateurs would be able to choose any available call 
sign within their license class group.  This “vanity” call as-
signment was to be rolled out with four sequential “gates”:  
On May 31, 1996, amateurs could apply for a previously-held 
call or the call of a deceased relative.  On September 23, 1996, 

Extra Class holders could apply for any available call sign.  On 
August 6, 1997, Advanced Class licensees could apply for any 
available call sign except those in Group A.  Finally, on De-

cember 2, 1997, any 
licensed amateur 
could apply for 
a call sign from 
groups equal to 
or lower than that 
permitted by their 
class of license.  
The fee charged by 
the FCC for a ten-
year license period 
bounced around 
from year to year 
and had to be paid 
at every 10-year 
renewal.  Finally, 
the FCC dropped 
the vanity fee com-
pletely and we 

have the current system of licensing.

So now you know!

TUESDAY NET 
REPORT
In the four sessions in June, we had 61 check-
ins for an average of 15.25 per session.  The 
following 24 members checked into this net 
(number of check-ins in parenthesis):

KZ2G (4), N2HGI (4), W2OD (4), KD2OXR (4), 
KD2PYO (4), WB2RPW (4), N2FSB (3), AC2MB 
(3), K2MFS (3), W2MJP (3), W2NAZ (3), K2NPT 
(3), N2BCS (2), N2BMK (2), KD2EPA (2), KA2F 
(2), AD7I (2), KA2IRQ (2), NA2J (2), N2AJO (1), 
K2CYS (1), N2MEP (1), K2RLF (1), and KC2YNL 
(1).

Mark your calendar so you remember to par-
ticipate.  The more participation, the more fun!
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New Column: Those were the Days

Do you have a picture of your much younger self (25+ years ago) in your shack.  Send it to Cy, K2CYS 
at k2cys@arrl.net and share that picture with the club!
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When I was a teenager and get-
ting more involved in ham radio 
I got very excited when Ham 
Radio magazine came out with 
a version for the newly-licensed 
that wasn’t quite as technical as 
its big brother.  

“Ham Radio Horizons” was a 
monthly that was in publication 
from about June 1977-June 1979.  
In 1978, they had a contest for 
the ‘Station of the Month’ and 
I submitted a description of my 
first station and a picture.  I won!

As you can see on the left and in 
the description of the station, it 
was in my bedroom in a corner.  
The EICO 753 (also knows as the 
‘Drifty 53’ because of its inces-
sant frequency shifting) sits atop 
a homemade antenna tuner for 
long wire antennas and a Na-
tional NC-183D receiver.

Although I have fond memories 
of that station and made thou-
sands of contacts with it, I must 
say that I was glad to have finally 
rid myself of the Eico 753.  I think 
I upgraded then to a Drake TR4 
which was so much better.  

Of course, over the past 40 years, 
more gear has come and gone, 
horse-traded or simply bought 

or built.  But one thing remains constant: each iteration of my shacks opened up wonderful QSOs, difficult contest or DX or 
technical challenges or opportunities that I otherwise would not have had.  The picture in the article represents my very first 
steps into ham radio and, in some way, those were the most important steps.

Cy Stanway, K2CYS

mailto:k2cys%40arrl.net?subject=


TYING IT ALL TOGETHER – 
A FITTING 100TH ANNIVERSARY
By Marlo Montanaro, KA2IRQ

At our 2019 Field Day operation, GSARA decided to use Joe Palaia Park in Ocean Township.  Many of you also know this 
as the Deal Test Site.  I do not think we realized how fitting this was…

As I was sitting in one of the operating tents on Sunday morning, enjoying a fresh cup of coffee and the friendship of some of 
my fellow club members, a little old man wandered up with a twinkle in his eye.  He introduced himself as Bill.  He wasn’t a 
ham, but his brother is and lives in Washington State.  Bill lives in the area and even though he is in his 90’s, walks in the park 
almost every day.  As it turns out, he was also part of the last Army 
Signal Corps engineering team to work at the Deal Test Site in the 
1950’s before it was turned over to commercial interests.

Radio Royalty!  Bill related several stories of working at the site, 
including experiments with satellites.  I showed him how we were 
interfacing modern computers to our HF radio equipment, and that 
the FT8 mode was in reality, a continuation of radio experimenta-
tion that the Deal Test Site was part of all those years ago.

Three of the many towers that were on the site (I’ve seen pictures of 
at least seven towers) still stand, and of course, the GSARA repeat-
er is located on one of them.  He explained that the towers merely 
supported long wire antennas that were hung between them.  And 
as Paul, AD7I pointed out, some of those original wires still remain.

Bill wandered off before I could really get more information from 
him or a picture.  But I decided to look up a quick history of the site 
and one little tidbit stood out.  With radio experiments beginning 
by AT&T/Western Electric in 1919, this is the 100th anniversary of 
the Deal Test Site!  I thought to tie it all together was quite fitting… 
our Field Day operation, our repeater, the 100th Anniversary, and a 
visit from Bill who got to see FT8 in action.  So I thought at least this 
picture would tie it all together…
 
Pictured is our main Field Day antennas with the three remaining 
towers of the Deal Test Site in the background.  Our repeater an-
tenna is on the furthest tower.  A modern cell tower is also in the 
distance on the right.

Happy 100th to the Deal Test Site!… the experiments in radio con-
tinue…

73, Marlo Montanaro, KA2IRQ

The GSARA Propagator is designed in 
InDesign CC 2019

Editor: Bob Buus, W2OD 
Layout: Cy Stanway, K2CYS

You are invited to submit articles and ideas
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he 2019 ARRL Field Day is coming next month 

on June 22-23.  GSARA is going to effort a Field 

Day that includes several stations on the air at 

once, a GOTA station, public information table 

and even a family picnic on the Saturday of the 

contest 2 hours before the contest starts.  Of course, 

we will be there for the entire FD experience and 

many of us will sleep at the site in Joel Palaia Park in 

Ocean Township.  We will be powered by a generator and we will operate 

whatever bands we can and whatever modes we can.  BUT THE 

CLUB NEEDS YOUR HELP TO MAKE IT H A P -

PEN.  See de- tails inside this issue of T h e 

Propa- gator or go to the club w e b -

site at www.gsara.club.
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FIVE YEARS AGO
From the July 2014 Propagator:  Al Baccili, KD2FVE (now 
W2UTR) from Jersey City joined GSARA.  Special Event 
station N2J was operated by GSARA for the 350th anni-
versary of the state of New Jersey and was coordinated 
by President John King, KA2F.  Walter Prang, KZ5WP be-
came a silent key at the age of 83.  The FCC changed the 
rules so past holders of expired General or Extra class 
licenses to get credit for these past licenses by simply 
passing the Technician exam.

TEN YEARS AGO
From the July 2009 Propagator:  Stan Sinicki, N5AVY got 
an award from the American Legion for his volunteer 
work with disabled veterans.  Andy Bodnar, KA2VXA 
joined GSARA.  GSARA will operate 1A at Dean Field at 
Fort Monmouth for Field Day.  Jeff, N2LXM will order yel-
low GSARA polo shirts for members who want them.  The 
cost is $22.  Solar Cycle 24 is predicted to have below-av-
erage sunspots and should peak in May, 2013.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO
From the July 2004 Propagator:  Kid’s Day was a huge suc-
cess thanks to the efforts of Ray Lett, W2NXG (SK).  Dave 
Ottenberg, WA2DJN was on 17 meters, Tony, W2GUM 
(SK) had scouts talking through the Middletown repeat-
er on 2-meters and Bob, W2OD got on the W2NJR linked 
system where Frank, W2TVY on Echolink from Chicago 
had his granddaughter talking to several Girl Scouts.  
There were several pictures of various members operat-
ing the MARS station on Field Day.  Herb, W2HH and his 
wife Shirley, N2KQ (SK) celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary by operating on Field Day.

TWENTY YEARS AGO
From the July 1999 Propagator:  Field Day at Tatum Park 
was very successful where we operated 3A and racked 
up 7640 points with 50 operators.  GSARA supported the 
Big Brothers bike-a-thon out of Brookdale College with 
10 members helping out.  A nice “Thank You” note was 
received for our efforts.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
From the July, 1994 Propagator:  There was a big con-
troversy regarding rf exposure limits for amateur sta-
tions.  The ARRL wanted all amateurs exempt but their 
Bio-Effects Committee disagreed.  The entire committee 
resigned over this issue.  W2OD wrote an editorial sup-
porting the ARRL position and finding the Bio-Effects 
committee out of line.  Unfortunately, the FCC took the 
cautious stand of the Committee and we now have emis-
sion limits that few amateurs understand.

THIRTY YEARS AGO
I have no Propagators in my file from July 1989 through 
August 1989.  If anyone has any of these, I would appreci-
ate obtaining a copy – Ed.

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
From the July 1984 Propagator:  About 35 GSARA mem-
bers participated in Field Day with 21 staying overnight.  
Guest speaker at the July 18 meeting was Tony Colaguori, 
W2GUM (SK) talking about 1296 MHz. operation.
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Denis K2NPT Greg KD2PYO and W2MJP Mike visited W1AW last month.  It looks like they had a great time!  (Question: Is 

YOUR shack as neat and clean as W1AW’s?  😄 !!)
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olson339@comcast.net
Denis, K2NPT – Vice President
capt_calyx@comcast.net
John, KA2F – Secretary
ka2fwb2hdj@gmail.com
Phil, N2EDX – Chief Engineer
n2edx@mac.com
Bob Buus W2OD - 732-946-8615 
w2od@arrl.net

Support Team
Richard Bilon, N3RB, VE Coordina-
tor  732-567-4396
4332lee@gmail.com
Propagator Editor: Bob Buus 
w2od@aol.com
Webmaster & Propagator Design /
Publisher  Cy Stanway, K2CYS 732-
768-7773  
k2cys@arrl.net

Radio Room Phone, 732-493-9100, 
X1252

W2GSA CLUB NET
The GSARA weekly net meets each Tuesday evening at 8:30 on the 
GSARA repeater.  Everyone is welcome to hear news of upcoming club 
events and activities, reports of the latest club news and everyone can 
share what they have  been up to.  Please join us.  The more participa-
tion, the more fun!

QSL BUREAU
If any GSARA members wish to combine their QSL cards that are go-
ing through the outgoing ARRL Bureau, please bring them to the next 
GSARA meeting along with the label from a recent QST Magazine (you 
must be an ARRL member to participate in this program).  Either John, 
KA2F or Len, WA1PCY will then send them on to ARRL at no charge to 
GSARA members.  It couldn’t be much easier than that to QSL.  You are 
registered at the W2 incoming bureau, aren’t you?

GSARA.CLUB/W2GSA.ORG
Have you seen the GSARA website lately at https://www.gsara.club/?  
Check it out often for updates, news, announcements and general club 
information.  If you have not yet done so, send us a picture of your shack 
and a selfie for the Members; Shacks and Our Members page. There is 
a Members Only Page which will contain important links viewable by 
GSARA members only including the most current roster and the previ-
ous month’s minutes from the meeting.  Send your selfies to Cy, K2CYS 
at k2cys@arrl.org.  Do you have any other great ideas for the site?  Let 
Cy know.

BLUE SWAN LUNCHES
A number of local radio amateurs meet each Friday at the Blue Swan 
Diner on Highway 35 south in Ocean Township at noon.  Anyone inter-
ested in amateur radio is welcome to join us in the back left corner of the 
diner.

PATCHES
We have GSARA patches available at all meetings and they cost $3.

OUTGOING QSL CARDS
If any GSARA members wish to combine their QSL cards that are go-
ing through the outgoing ARRL Bureau, please bring them to the next 
GSARA meeting along with the label from a recent QST Magazine (you 
must be an ARRL member to participate in this program).  Either John, 
KA2F or Len, WA1PCY will then send them on to ARRL at no charge to 
GSARA members.  It couldn’t be much easier than that to QSL.  You are 
registered at the W2 incoming bureau, aren’t you?

Club Benefits
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NOTES ON CALENDAR (see next page) 
Large Call letters denote birthdays e.g. W2FLK on July 1.  All times are in EDST.  Contests are listed in the July 

QST, p. 85. 

June 30-July 1 – RAC Canada Day Contest, CW & SSB from 8 pm Sunday to 7:59 pm Monday.  See 
http://www.wp.rac.ca/rac-canada-day-contest-rules 

July 1 - Monmouth County ARES/RACES Net meets on 147.045 +600, PL=67.0 at 8:00 pm 

July 2 – Old Barney VE Test Session at 6:30 pm in Manahawkin.  Contact Urb Le Jeune, W1UL at 609-296-5856 
or urb@w2dec.com 

July 2 – Old Barney ARC Meeting at 7:30 pm in Manahawkin, NJ.  See http://www.obarc.org 

July2 and every following Tuesday – GSARA Net on 147.045 PL=67 at 8:30 pm. 

July 2 and every following Tuesday – QCWA News Net on 147.045 PL=67 at 9:00 pm. 

July 3 – No GSARA Program Meeting due to the July 4th Holiday. 

July 3 - W1AW Qualifying Run at 10 pm (40-10 wpm).  See July 2019 QST page 98 and www.arrl.org/qualifying-
run-schedule 

July 4 – Independence Day Holiday.  Enjoy!  Holiday City Meeting moved to July10. 

July 5 and every Friday – Lunch at the Blue Swan Diner in Ocean at noon.  Table at back left. 

July 6 – OMARC Meeting at 9:00 am at the Firehouse on 600 Sixth Ave. in Spring Lake Heights.  Guests are always 
welcome. 

July 10 – Holiday City ARC Meeting at 7 pm at Holiday City South Clubhouse in Toms River. 

July 10 – Holiday City VE Session at 7 pm in Toms River.  Contact is Larry Puccio, K2QDY at 732-349-2950 or e-
mail at lpuccio1@comcast.net 

July 11 – JSARS meeting in Riverwood Park Rec. Building, Rt. 527 and Riverwood Drive at 7:30 pm. 

July 13-14 – IARU HF World Championship, CW & SSB from 8 am Saturday to 8 am Sunday.  See 
http://www.arrl.org/iaru-hf-championship 

July 15 - Monmouth County ARES/RACES Net meets on 147.045 +600, PL=67.0 at 8:00 pm 

July 17 – GSARA Meeting at 7:30 pm at the Red Cross in Tinton Falls.  Regular business meeting.  Refreshments 
will be served. 

July 18 – JSARS VE Test Session at 7:00 pm Riverview Park Recreation Bldg., Rt. 527 and Riverwood Drive in 
Toms River.  Contact Ed Genoino, WA2NDA at 609-971-2792 or wa2nda@comcast.net. 

July 20-21 – North American RTTY QSO Party from 2 pm Sat. to 1:59 am Sun.  See http://www.ncjweb.com 

July 20-21 – CQ WW VHF Contest, all modes on 6 and 2 meters from 2 pm Saturday to 5 pm Sunday.  See 
http://www.cqww-vhf.com 

July 25 – W1AW Qualifying Run at 7 pm (40-10 wpm).  See July 2019 QST page 98 and 
http://www.arrl.org/qualifying-run-schedule 

July 27 – GSARA VE Test Session at 11 am at the Red Cross in Tinton Falls.  See page 1. 
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G.S.A.R.A.
8 DONNER STREET
HOLMDEL, NJ 07733 First Class

JULY 2019 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

30 
 

Canada Day 

1 
W2FLK 
Canada Day 

ARES/RACES 8 pm 

2 
Old Barney 

GSARA Net 8:30 
QCWA News 9 PM 

3 
 

No GSARA Mtg 
CW Qual. Run 

4 
 

Holiday 

5 
 

Blue Swan lunch 

6 
OMARC Mtg. 
KD2EJW 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

 

9 
 

Old Barney 
GSARA Net 8:30 
QCWA News 9 PM 

10 
 

HCARC Mtg 
Hol. City VE 

11 
N2MEP 

 
JSARS Mtg 

12 
 

Blue Swan lunch 
 

13 
 

IARU World HF 
 

14 
IARU World HF 

 
 

15 
 

ARES/RACES 8 pm 

16 
CW Qual. Run 

Old Barney 
GSARA Net 8:30 
QCWA News 9 PM 

17 
 
 

GSARA Mtg 

18 
 
 

JSARS VE 

19 
K2KP 

Blue Swan lunch 
 

20 
 

NA RTTY QSO 
CQ WW VHF 

21 
NA RTTY QSO 
CQ WW VHF 

 

22 
 
 

23 
 

GSARA Net 8:30 
QCWA News 9 PM 

24 
 
 
 

25 
 

CW Qual. Run 

26 
AC2MV 

Blue Swan lunch 

27 
KB2FSH 
GSARA VE 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31 
 

 
. 
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