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gsara meetings
The next GSARA meeting will be on Wednesday, August 1 at 7:30
PM at the Red Cross. This will be a program meeting and the program will be all about Fusion and Wires-X as it is installed on our W2GSA
repeater. Art, N2AJO; Phil, N2EDX; and Denis, K2NPT will be available to answer questions and demonstrate some of the features. Guests are welcome
and refreshments will be served.
The second meeting in August will be held on Wednesday, August 15 at 7:30
PM at the Red Cross. This will be a regular business meeting. Guests are always welcome and refreshments will be served.

www.gsara.club

www.w2gsa.org
Please visit the club website

and feel free to use our open
repeater.

ef

ve sessions
The GSARA monthly test session will be held at the Red
Cross on Saturday, August 25 at 11 am. The fee is $15 and
you should bring the original and a copy of any amateur license presently held
and the original and one copy of any credit (CSCE) forms that you have (copies
will be sent in with your test results). Also bring 2 forms of ID with one being
a photo ID. For more information, contact Rich Bilon, N3RB at 732-972-1397
or n3rb@arrl.net.

Home of the W2GSA open repeater - FM and Fusion (WIRES-X)
(Analog FM) 146.045 +.600 - (C4FM) Node 43360 PL 63 Hz

From the Editor
Bob Buus, W2OD

I

think that the Field Day results for GSARA this year are pretty good considering
how poor propagation was. I know it took a lot of effort on the part

of the operators to pull out those QSOs. Congratulations to all who
participated for making this a success.

As I monitor our W2GSA repeater with an old radio of mine that does not have
tone squelch, I am amazed by how much buzzing I hear which is obviously the Fusion
C4FM digital signal. I don’t think I have heard so much activity on the repeater in the past 20 years or so.
It’s great to hear so much participation! In fact, I’m tempted to buy a Fusion radio just so I can monitor all
of the traffic (I’m so nosey).
Even the audio quality of the new repeater sounds clearer than the old one. I think that the output power
is down about 2 to 3 dB from the old repeater but it doesn’t matter at my QTH where the repeater signal
pegs my S Meter at 60 dB over S9. I understand that the guys out near the edge of our repeater coverage
(especially to the northwest) are having trouble with the Bangor, PA machine which is just as strong if not
stronger. I’m not sure what we can do about this other than putting an amplifier at the output.
There has also been some grumbling about the absence of a squelch tail and the lack of a courtesy beep.
Many of the older operators like to “ker-chunk” the machine (which, by the way, is an illegal unidentified
transmission) to assure that they are keying the repeater. It’s not so difficult to key your rig, identify and
then ask if you are keying the repeater. Most of the time (but not always) someone will respond and give
you a much better signal report than can be gleamed by hearing the squelch tail and courtesy beep.. Plus,
it’s legal and better operating procedure.
I’m looking forward to the August 1 meeting which will be all about Fusion and Wires-X. We will have
experts to answer your questions, demonstrations of how to operate and a summary of the many Yaesu
Fusion radios available (in all price ranges except very cheap). I plan to run a coax from an outdoor 2-meter
antenna into the meeting room so we can operate in the meeting room. Be there!
As always, I appreciate feedback or material for The Propagator.
The deadline for the September issue is August 15.
73, Bob W2OD
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NOW YOU KNOW
EDWIN ARMSTRONG AND THE
REGENERATIVE RECEIVER
By Bob Buus, W2OD

E

dwin Howard Armstrong was born on December 18, 1890 in the Chelsea section of
Manhattan. His father, John, worked at the
American branch of the Oxford University
Press and rose in the ranks to eventually become a vice
president. His mother, Emily
Smith, came from a Chelsea
family active in the North Presbyterian Church in the area.
Edwin’s parents had married in
the church two years before his
birth and two sisters followed
after Edwin’s birth.

When the church moved
north in Manhattan, the
Armstrongs and Smiths
followed by moving to the
upper West Side when Edwin was 5 years old. Three
years later, Edwin contracted St. Vitus’ Dance so
he withdrew from public school and was home
schooled for two years. This caused him to be socially withdrawn. To improve Edwin’s health, the
family moved to Yonkers with a house overlooking
the Hudson River. The Smiths followed by buying
the house next door.
As he was growing up, Edwin showed particular
interest in electrical and mechanical devices and
went into amateur radio. He built his own 125 foot
tower for his antenna and used a bosun’s chair to
get himself up to the top.

In 1909, Edwin enrolled at Columbia University to study
electrical engineering under Professor Michael Pupin. In
his junior year at Columbia, his professors gave him a
project to investigate de Forest’s Audion tube. He soon
discovered that the current carrying mechanism was by
electrons and not ions as de Forest insisted. By pumping
the tube to a high vacuum and placing the grid close to
the filament, Armstrong obtained reasonable and consistent gain.

During summer
vacation between
his Junior and
Senior years, Armstrong was thinking of ways to improve the gain of
the Audion. While
climbing a mountain in Vermont
in the summer
of 1912, the idea
of regeneration
hit Armstrong. If
he could carefully
feedback some of the output signal of the Audion back
to the grid circuit he could enhance the gain up to the
point just before the tube went into oscillation. When he
got home, he quickly built his regenerative circuit with
an Audion. On the night of September 22, 1912, Armstrong awakened his younger sister, Ethel, shouting “I’ve
done it! I’ve done it!” She witnessed the loud dots and
dashes coming through the headphones.
At the expense of his senior classes, Armstrong spent
most of his senior year refining and fully understanding
his regeneration circuit. Not only could it provide huge
gains in received signals but, by advancing the regeneration, he could make the circuit oscillate at the tuned
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frequency. So his regenerative circuit could serve as a
very sensitive radio receiver or a low-power radio transmitter at the same frequency. Armstrong received his
degree in Electrical Engineering from Columbia in June

13, 1913. Pupin appointed Armstrong as an assistant to
teach a navy class in wireless for $600 per year.
Armstrong did not apply for a patent on his circuit until October 29, 1913. When de Forest got wind of Armstrong’s work, he started making entries in his notebooks
implying that he had been working on regeneration
and oscillation with his Audion before the young upstart
Armstrong. This while still insisting that ionic conduction was behind the properties of his tube.
Armstrong was issued a patent for his regenerative
circuit on October 6, 1914. He had been negotiating
with prospective buyers for his invention and licensed
his circuit to the Telefunken Company for $100 a month.
He then inked a deal with the American Marconi Company for royalties of $500 a month. Things were looking
promising.
Then in September 1915, de Forest filed a patent application for a regenerative circuit similar to Armstrong’s
but claiming he discovered it by chance in 1912 and
thus preceded Armstrong. Now Armstrong was facing a
long and costly court battle.
When the United States declared war on Germany in
the spring of 1917, Edwin Howard Armstrong accepted
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a Captain’s commission in the United States Army
Signal Corps and was shipped to Europe.
After the war, litigation against de Forest was won
by Armstrong in 1921. De Forest appealed and lost
again in 1922. Unfortunately, Armstrong insisted
on huge damages (which de Forest could not afford) so de Forest appealed the decision to the circuit court of the District of Columbia which, in 1924,
ruled in favor of de Forest. Armstrong appealed to
the Supreme Court but was rejected in 1928 and
again in 1934. So, legally, de Forest invented the
regenerative circuit but technically, we all know it
was really Armstrong’s invention.
So now you know!

UPDATING YAESU
FT-991 FIRMWARE
Rich Fennessy, K2RLF has an early Yaesu
FT-991 that needs some firmware updates. The online instructions look a bit
intimidating. Has anyone gone through
this process successfully? He would appreciate hearing from you.
Rich Fennessy. K2RLF
848-992-0080
garda19@aol.com

FIELD DAY RESULTS
Call Used: W2GSA
GOTA Station Call: K2REM
ARRL/RAC Section: NNJ
Class: 2F
Participants: 26
Club/Group Name: GARDEN STATE AMATEUR RADIO ASSOCIATION
Power Source(s): Commercial

Power Multiplier: 2X
Bonus Points:
Media Publicity 100
Public Location 100
Public Information Table 100
Formal message to ARRL SM/SEC 100
W1AW Field Day Message 100
Site Visit by invited served agency official 100
Youth participation 40
Youth operators=2
Youth participants=3
GOTA Bonus 120
Submitted via the Web 50
Social media 100
Total Bonus Points 910

Score Summary:
		CW Digital 		Phone 		Total
QSOs		235 14		231
Points		470 28 		231		729
Claimed Score = 1,458

TOTAL with Bonus = 2368

HOWARD SUFFILL, W2HTS, President, GSARA

...This Just In!
It is with great pleasure to announce that our own President, Howard Suffill
W2HTS, currently holds position 171 (out of 37,157) in ARRL’s worldwide in
the grid chase! Congratulations!
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GSARA now has a Fusion WIRES-X repeater

G

SARA is happy to present these
thoughts about WIRES-X to get you
started.

will see on all of them is the name of the room the
repeater is connected to and how many nodes
are connected to that room.

At this point there are several things you can do.
In summary, you don’t need to know anything Having satisfied your curiosity, you can simply
about nodes and rooms to use Wires-X. It works take your radio out of the Wires-X mode and rein the background and can be totally transparent
turn to normal use. Or you
to you. The repeater you are using may or may
can change from the existnot be connected to a room. The only way you
ing room to another room.
can find out is by pressing the Wires-X butFor example, if you
ton on your radio. No one will discourfind the node is
age you from pressing the Wires-X
connected to
button. All data communication
the
America
is muted so there are no annoying
Link room, you
data bursts to hear and you won’t
can disconnect from
disturb anything or anyone. When
this room and then conyou press the Wires-X button when
nect to a different room
tuned to a particular repeater frethat serves your interest. If
quency, several things happen.
you don’t know what room
to connect to, you can request a list of rooms
First, your radio sends a handshake request to the from the node. This list will display on your radio
repeater. If the repeater is not connected to a and you can select one to connect to.
node your Wires-X request will time out and your
radio will return to normal operation. You will The instructions necessary to perform these opthen know that the repeater is not connected to erations are radio specific and now that you know
a node and that there is no access to the internet. what is happening you can read your manual seTherefore, it is not connected to a room.
lectively and see what steps are required to do
what you want to do. The words repeater and
If the repeater is connected to a node, the node node have been used interchangeably and that is
will respond and send a datastream back to your not exactly correct. The repeater is nothing more
radio via the repeater. Your radio will then parse than an intermediary. It facilitates the communithis datastream and display information on your cation between your radio and the node station
radio. The information you see will depend on connected to the repeater.
the type of radio you have. Radios such as the
FTM-400 and FT-991A have large color screens A node station is a station that a ham has set up
and can display a lot of information while an FT- to allow the conversations on the repeater to be
100, FT-1D and FT-2D have small screens that fed into the internet. The node station consists
can only display a little information. But what you of a radio programmed to the repeater frequency,

6

a personal computer connected to the internet that
is running Wires-X software and an interface box
that connects the radio to the computer.
When the ham constructed his node station he
registered his interface box with Yaesu. Yaesu then
gave him two numbers. One number is a node
number the other is a room number. Forget about
the node number.

able to decode your request. If that is the case just
press it again and see if it connects. If you know
that there is supposed to be a node station on that
repeater and you can’t connect after several tries
it’s possible that the node station may be down.

Hopefully this will help you understand nodes and
rooms. There is no magic involved just a lot of hard
work in the background to make this available for
The room number is like your street address. If you to use.
someone wants to see you they can drive to your
address and talk to you in person. If they just want The GSARA Fusion Repeater is now on the air and
to talk to you they connect their node to your room set to Auto which means that you can transmit in
number and talk to you there. If several different either traditional FM or C4FM digital – whatever
nodes want to talk to you they can all connect to mode you transmit, the repeater will repeat. Since
your room number and then you can all talk to each we are allowing either FM or Digital transmissions
other. So, as you can see a room is just a collection YOU need to be mindful of the following things:
of nodes.
1. The tail time has been set to zero and the repeatOne thing to keep in mind, is that every node is is- er does not support a courtesy beep at the end of a
sued a room number. So, if you build a node station transmission. Good procedure is to allow a 3 secyou automatically have a room assigned. Most peo- ond pause between transmissions to prevent overple don’t use their own room for anything. They lap. You can also end a transmission with “over”,
prefer to connect to rooms where other people “back to you” or “back to the net.” Setting the tail
congregate. You can find a list of all active rooms time to zero allows for cross band operation which
on the Yaesu Web Site. The DTMF ID column con- may become a valuable asset in the future. It also
tains the room number. If you click on the Act (ac- discourages ker-chunking of the repeater.
tivity) column it will sort by the number of nodes
connected to a room. The Act column will show 2. For analog FM operation, your PL tone needs
how many nodes are connected to each room.
to be set at 67 Hz for Transmit or the repeater will
not operate. To avoid hearing digital hash on your
The Wires-X software by Yaesu runs on the node analog radio, set the Receive Tone Squelch (TSQ)
computer and is what allows you to change rooms PL to 67.0 Hz. If you don’t use PL on the Squelch,
and do a bunch of other stuff such as process mes- you will hear raspy noise when the repeater is being
sages and photos but what has been discussed here used for digital Fusion transmission.
is about 99 percent of what people do.
3. Look at your S-Meter for activity before transDon’t be afraid to press your Wires-X button. mitting since a Digital Conversation may be already
Nothing bad will happen. But keep in mind that taking place and you don’t want to step on them.
when you press it your radio only sends ONE data
stream request to the repeater. If you don’t have a 4. If your radio has the Busy Channel Lock Out
good signal into the repeater the node may not be feature – by all means consider activating it. The
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BCLO feature prevents the transmitter from keying if a signal is detected
on your current frequency.
5. Be aware that forcing digital (use
AMS) on your Fusion radio prevents
you from speaking to traditional analog users and vice versa.
The Wires-x system has been coupled to the repeater and the hardware itself has been installed in a
temporary location where we are
able to observe its performance before final installation in the GSARA
radio shack. The default room is
GSARAROOM (43360) but please
feel free to experiment and change
the room to one with more activity and generate some interesting
QSOs. When you are finished with a
room, please set wires-x back to the
GSARAROOM; however, if you forget, it will automatically default back
to our room after 20 minutes of nonuse. Give it a try!
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Some popular rooms are:
America link (21080) – This is most popular.
America-Ragchew (28299) – This is popular by use of open spots.
MNWIS-FUSION (21494) – This tech room provides answers on
Fusion and Wires-X.
CQ-UK (27783) – This has lots of British amateurs who are very
active on Fusion.
When you do a search of rooms on your Yaesu Fusion radio, they
are listed in order of activity from most to least and selections
are usually made by activity to get a sense of their popularity and
what the room is all about. From there you pick your favorites.
73 Denis N2NPT
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Moments from the Meetings

Photos by Harry Zuzuro

Blair, KD2EPA, sells our
secretary a 50/50.

The meeting was focussed on the new Fusion WIRES-X repeater which
is working wonderfully

Phil, N2EDX, listens with satisfaction to members
good reports about Fusion repeater. Phil was part
of the group that installed it.

Our secretary, Bob, W2OD, raises the possibility
of devoting the August program meeting to using the Fusion system, thereby helping to get as
many members on board as possible.

..and speaking of the new Fusion WIRES-X repeater, there is some talk about having a Fusion net on the repeater. Details are
still being worked out. Watch the Propagator and the club website for announcements and details.
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Fall Hamfest
September 22, 2018

M

ark your calendar now to reserve
time to attend (and possibly work
at) the GSARA Hamfest which will
be held on Saturday, September
22 at our usual location in the MOESC parking
lot about a mile north of the Red Cross. Take a
look on page 9 and you can see the flyer with all
the information. Now is a good time to inventory what you might want to sell or make a list of
what you might want to buy. The Hamfest may
fill all your needs!

ARES/RACES NET
Did you know that there is an ARES/
RACES net on the W2GSA repeater
on the first and third Mondays of
each month at 8 PM local time? You
don’t have to be a member of ARES or
RACES to check into the net. We all
should be comfortable with checking into a formal net as we never
know when we might be called upon
to
help
with communications
in an
emergency.
A l l
are
welcome.
Check
it out!

Tuesday Net
Report
The Tuesday night
net meets every
Tuesday on W2GSA
repeater at 8:30 PM. Everyone is most welcome and you
don’t need to be a member of the club.
In the first 4 sessions in July we had 43 check-ins for an
average of 10.75 per session. The following 21 members
checked into this net (number of check-ins in parenthesis):
N2HGI (4), K2NPT (4), W2OD (4), KD2EJW (3), KA2F (3),
K2MFS (3), WB2RPW (3), N2BMK (2), KD2EPA (2), AD7I (2),
N2MEP (2), W2MJP (2), KG2CM (1), K2CYS (1), NF3E (1),
N2JFL (1), AC2MB (1), AC2MV (1), KD2OXR (1), K2REM (1),
and KC2YNL (1).
Mark your calendar so you remember to participate. The
more participation, the more fun!
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From the Archives
FIVE YEARS AGO

unknown when (or if) the FCC will drop the requirement. Les Hill,
From the August 2013 Propagator: GSARA operated Field W2QHS-SK had an interesting article about the founding of the
Day 2013 from the Red Cross. Our 22 participants scored Steel City Amateur Radio Club in Pittsburgh in 1941. There was
2370 QSO points and we earned 730 bonus points for a a page of pictures from 2003 Field Day taken by Ray, W2NXG-SK
total score of 3100. Our CW position was isolated in a con- showing Jack, WA2FVL-SK; Frank, W2TVY; Ed, KX2S; Marty, WN2DX
ference room and made the most QSOs. The dish antenna and Jim, W2TCS.
at the old OMARC site at Infoage is being refurbished to
again be operational. An article from the June 1, 1912
edition of the Red Bank Register announced that Marconi From the August 1998 Propagator: The ARRL proposed restructurhas bought 600 acres of farmland to build a large radio ing the amateur radio license to four classes – A, B, C & D. Entry
level would be D which is equivalent to the no-code Tech. Moving
station on the Shark River near Belmar.
up to Class C would involve another written exam and a 5 wpm
code test. Current General, Technician Plus, and Novice would beFrom the August 2008 Propagator: Josh Gluck, KC2TKK come Class C. To go to Class B, another written exam and a 12 wpm
upgraded to General and became the new GSARA web- code test would be required. Advanced Class would become Class
master. Bob, W2OD explained why the ARLHS lighthouse B. To advance to Class A would require a more comprehensive writweekend is the first weekend in August and the ILLW ten exam but no further code test. Extra Class would become Class
lighthouse weekend is the third weekend in August. Field A. This proposal did not go over well. To save costs, members can
Day was at the Fort Monmouth baseball field with a large now request the Propagator by e-mail.

TWENTY YEARS AGO

TEN YEARS AGO

loop antenna provided by Jim, K2EI. Only 12 members
participated and racked up 1716 QSO points and 970 bonus points for a total score of 2686. Several color pictures The July/August 1993 Propagator was covered last month.
were included.

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO

THIRTY YEARS AGO

From the August 1988 Propagator: Joining GSARA was Joe Wilkes,
From the August 2003 Propagator: There will be a vote WA2SFF. Field Day at Tatum Park was a success with Bob Ewing,
at the August 6 meeting as to whether to move our meet- WA4GWG serving as Chief Engineer. We operated 2A with 36 paring place from Bicentennial Hall to Ft. Monmouth. Over ticipants and 11 visitors. The Shore Area Hamfest in October will
50 3999ers met for lunch at the Colts Neck Inn on July 8. be at the Wall Township Intermediate School at Allaire Rd. and BaiJim Griffiths, K2EI joined GSARA. International require- ley’s Corner Rd. Phil, W2DME-SK had a one-page article about the
ments for Morse code were dropped at WRC-03 but it is origin of the word “Ham” (it has since been proven wrong).
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GSARA Officers
President W2HTS, Howard Suffill
732-460-1885
w2hts@arrl.net
Vice Pres. K2REM, Rem Hunnewell
732-889-6692
rh@thetraindoctor.com
Secretary W2OD, Bob Buus 732-946-8615
w2od@arrl.net
Treasurer KC2YWL, John Chunga,
732-693-7648
huesca1968@aol.com
Engineer K2KP, Arek Tarniowy 201-3702537
tarniowy@yahoo.com

GSARA Swag ‘n Such
GSARA Patches
We have GSARA patches available at all
meetings and they are $3. Show your
GSARA pride!

GSARA News
Keep up with GSARA news at the
GSARA website:
www.gsara.club
www.w2gsa.org

Trustees
W2KQ Joe Dreifuss 732-493-4236
jdreifuss@optimum.net
W2OD Bob Buus, 732-946-8615
w2od@arrl.net
W2HAM Lou Russo, 732-842-6431
russo62@verizon.net
Richard Bilon, N3RB, VE Coordinator
732-567-4396
4332lee@gmail.com
Propagator Editor: Bob Buus
w2od@aol.com
Webmaster & Propagator Design /Publisher
K2CYS, Cy Stanway 732-768-7773
k2cys@arrl.net
Radio Room Phone, 732-493-9100, X1252

Blue Swan Diner Eyeball
QSO!
A number of local radio amateurs meet
each Friday at the Blue Swan Diner on
Highway 35 south in Ocean Township at
noon. Anyone interested in amateur radio is welcome to join us in the back left
corner of the diner.
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Garden State Amateur
Radio Association

W
2
G
S
A

Tinton Falls, New Jersey

Become a Member Today!

MEMBERSHIP HAS ITS
PRIVILEGES!

The GSARA has some great visions,
including, but not limited to:











About GSARA
The Garden State Amateur Radio Association, Inc. (GSARA) is a ham radio club
dedicated to advance the art, science and enjoyment of amateur radio. We have
a very diverse group with varied interests. Some of us are interested in
operating, some like CW (Morse Code), some like SSB (voice), others like to build
things or use digital modes including Fusion and Wires-X or communication via
amateur satellites and some just like the technical aspects of the hobby. We
meet twice a month to share a program, meet old and new friends, share our
latest ham radio conquests or achievements or simply ask a question.
We welcome new members to our club and encourage their participation in club
activities. It is through this participation that the club keeps in touch with the
innovations affecting our hobby and how these changes can be adapted to
improve the experience for our members. Supporting the club entitles you to use
the radio shack on Saturdays (it is usually open), have a vote on the direction of
the club and participate in all club events. Your membership helps the club
maintain the radios, which include the repeater, purchase new equipment and
maintain our radio room with up-to-date equipment.
Please join us and play a role in the ongoing communications revolution. It is the
best $15 you will ever spend! Please feel free to attend any meeting and meet
the men and women of the GSARA!
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Elmer Program
Field Day
Lighthouse Weekend
Jamboree on the Air
Youth Outreach
Kit building events
Saturday shack opening
Hamfests
Community event displays

MEETINGS

The GSARA meets at 7:30 pm on the
first and third Wednesdays of every
month at the Red Cross on the
corner of W. Park Avenue and Shafto
Road in Tinton Falls, NJ. Guests are
always welcome!

REPEATER & NODES
The GSARA operates a VHF repeater
on 147.045 +, PL=67.0 located near
Asbury Park. GSARA also operates a
packet node and BBS on 145.05 MHz
as W2GSA-4. This is located on the
UPS tower in Tinton Falls.

Find Us on Social Media:
GSARA on
Twitter

GSARA on
Facebook

www.gsara.club

Club Benefits

W2GSA CLUB NET

The GSARA weekly net meets each Tuesday evening

at 8:30 on the GSARA repeater. Everyone is welcome to hear news of upcoming club events and activities, reports of the latest club news and everyone can share what they have been up to. Please
join us. The more participation, the more fun!

GSARA.CLUB
W2GSA.ORG

Have you seen the GSARA website lately at https://www.gsara.club/?
Check it out often for updates, news, announcements and general club
information. If you have not yet done so, send us a picture of your shack
and a selfie for the Members; Shacks and Our Members page. There is
also a new feature: there is a Members Only Page which will contain important links viewable by GSARA members only including the most current roster and, in the coming months, the previous month’s minutes from
the meeting. Send your selfies to Cy, K2CYS at k2cys@arrl.org. Do you
have any other great ideas for the site? Let Cy know.

QSL BUREAU

If any GSARA members wish to combine their QSL cards that are going

through the outgong ARRL Bureau, please bring them to the next GSARA
meeting along with the label from a recent QST Magazine (you must be
an ARRL member to participate in this
program). Either John, KA2F or Len,
WA1PCY will then send them on to
ARRL at no charge to GSARA members. It couldn’t be much easier than
that to QSL. You are registered at the
W2 incoming bureau, aren’t you?
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INTERESTING ARTICLE FROM VK-LAND
http://www.abc.net.au/news/201806-27/ham-radio-helpingolder-hobbyists-stay-mentallyfit/9908468

WANT TO BUY
I am looking for an Alinco DX-70 TH transceiver
with or without a separation kit.
Rem Hunnewell, K2REM
732-889-6692

K2REM@ihorse.com

SAL BERNARDO,
KD2OXR DONATION
A big THANK YOU to Sal Bernardo, KD2OXR for
his generous donation of wireless keyboards
and mouse to GSARA. It is much appreciated!

UPGRADES
Rich Fennessy, K2RLF has recently upgraded
to Extra. He is also awaiting his VE certification
as an Extra. Congratulations to Rich for both of
these achievements!
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AUGUST QST COVER
PHOTO
Chris, W2NQB wrote the following to the fellow on the cover of
the August QST:
Alain, Love the pic on QST. I would have thought the league editors would have explained your rig in the pic, but I didn’t see a
write up. Could you elaborate? I can’t be the first to ask, am I?
Chris Wantuck, W2NQB
Alain, K1FM replied:
Hello Chris,
Nice to hear from you! No, you’re not the first who asked. Not
even the second... hi.
The antenna you see in the picture is my own magnetic loop
mounted on a soft military backpack using a PVC mount support (painted green). At Dayton 2017 I had a very Spartan loop,
something ugly and quick. Yet, to my surprise the antenna captivated the attention of many other hams and I was asked a lot
of questions, as if it was something never before seen. This
unexpected success motivated me to do better this time around.
So this year I went to Dayton well prepared. I had two magnetic
loops: a completely redesigned classic one for 10-40m (the one
on QST) and another one of about the same size that looks completely different for 80-160. The classic one has 3 solutions that
make it particularly interesting: 3D Printed supports, foldable
mast (selfie stick), 3-way BNC exciter loop. QST has accepted
an article that explains how to build one, it should be printed
sometimes next year. The one for 80-160 is very intriguing but
given the fact that those are night bands I really had no chances
of showing it off at the Hamvention. I noticed at least 2 dozen
people taking pictures of me while I was at Dayton. Selfies too.
At some point I started posing for the pictures and that is why
in that particular shot I had the thumb up. I never realized it
was QST as the photographer never spoke to me. Now the real
question is: what am I going to do next year?
Best 73 Alain K1FM

NOTES ON CALENDAR (see next page)
Large Call letters denote birthdays e.g. KD2KOA August 7. All times are EDST. Contests are listed in the August
QST, p. 86.
August 1 – GSARA Program Meeting. The program will be about Fusion and Wires-X. Denis, K2NPT; Phil, N2EDX;
and Art, K2AJO will go over the capabilities of Fusion and Wires-X on our W2GSA repeater. Included will be
demonstrations of various Yaesu transceivers. Don’t miss it!
August 1- W1AW Qualifying Run at 10 pm (10-40 wpm). See August 2018 QST page 99 and www.arrl.org/qualifyingrun-schedule
August 2 - HCARC Meeting 7 pm at Holiday City South Clubhouse in Toms River.
August 3 and every Friday – Lunch at the Blue Swan Diner in Ocean at noon. Table at back left.
August 4-5 – North American CW QSO Party from 2 pm Saturday to 1:59 am Sunday. See http://www.ncjweb.com
August 4-5 – ARRL 222 MHz and Up Distance Contest, all modes from 2 pm Saturday to 2 pm Sunday. See
http://www.arrl.org/222-mhz-and-up-distance-contest
August 6 - Monmouth County ARES/RACES Net meets on 147.045 +600, PL=67.0 at 8:00 pm
August 7 – Old Barney VE Test Session at 6:30 pm in Manahawkin. Contact Urb Le Jeune, W1UL at 609-296-5856
or urb@w2dec.com
August 7 – Old Barney ARC Meeting at 7:30 pm in Manahawkin, NJ. See http://www.obarc.org
August 7 and every following Tuesday – GSARA Net on 147.045 PL=67 at 8:30 pm.
August 7 and every following Tuesday – QCWA News Net on 147.045 PL=67 at 9:00 pm.
August 8– Holiday City VE Session at 7 pm in Toms River. Contact is Larry Puccio, K2QDY at 732-349-2950 or email at lpuccio1@comcast.net
August 9 – JSARS meeting in Riverwood Park Rec. Building, Rt. 527 and Riverwood Drive at 7:30 pm.
August 11 – OMARC Meeting at 9:00 am at the Firehouse on 600 Sixth Ave. in Spring Lake Heights. Guests are
always welcome.
August 15 – GSARA Meeting at 7:30 pm at the Red Cross in Tinton Falls. Regular business meeting. Refreshments
will be served.
August 16 – JSARS VE Test Session at 7:00 pm Riverview Park Recreation Bldg., Rt. 527 and Riverwood Drive in
Toms River. Contact Ed Genoino, WA2NDA at 609-971-2792 or wa2nda@comcast.net.
August 16 – W1AW Qualifying Run at 4 pm (10-40 wpm).
http://www.arrl.org/qualifying-run-schedule

See August 2018 QST page 99 and

August 18-19 – North American SSB QSO Party from 2 pm Saturday to 1:59 am Sunday. See http://www.ncjweb.com
August 20 - Monmouth County ARES/RACES Net meets on 147.045 +600, PL=67.0 at 8:00 pm
August 25 – W/VE Islands QSO Party, all modes from 8 am to 11 pm. See http://www.usislands.org
August 25 – GSARA VE Test Session at 11 am at the Red Cross in Tinton Falls. See page 1.
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AUGUST 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
GSARA Mtg
CW Qual. Run

5

N. A. CW QSO
222 Up DX cntst.

12

6

KD2BUG 7
KD2KOA

Old Barney
GSARA Net 8:30

ARES/RACES 8 pm

QCWA News 9 PM

13

14

N2GT

Old Barney
GSARA Net 8:30

QCWA News 9 PM

19
KD2LPN

20

N.A. SSB QSO

26

ARES/RACES 8 pm

27

21
Old Barney
GSARA Net 8:30

8
Hol. City VE

2
HCARC Mtg

AC2MB

Saturday
3

Blue Swan lunch

WA2DJN 9
WA2JOE
KD2MEH

10

16
CW Qual. Run
JSARS VE

22

K2EI

17

Blue Swan lunch

23
.

28

QCWA News 9 PM

29

K2CYS

24

Blue Swan lunch

30

.

G.S.A.R.A.
8 DONNER STREET
HOLMDEL, NJ 07733

11

OMARC Mtg

Blue Swan lunch

QCWA News 9 PM

Old Barney
GSARA Net 8:30

4

N.A. CW QSO
222 Up DX cntst.

JSARS Mtg

15
GSARA Mtg

Friday

First Class

31

18
N.A. SSB QSO

25
W/VE Islands
GSARA VE

